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ORIGIN AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /011R 
66609 

DRAFTED BY: AF/S-RJDOLS 
APPROVED BY: AF/S-AARF, NATES 
AF-JWFOLEY 

013701 

R 0621 14Z NOV 74 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY GABORONE 

UNCLAS STATE 244550 

FOLLOWING REPEAT CAPE TOWN 709 ACTION SECSTATE INFO DURBAN 
JOHANNESBURG LONDON PRETORIA DTD 04 NOV 

QTE 

UNCLAS CAPE TOWN 0709 
E.O.l 1652:N/A 

TAGS :PFOR,MARR,SF,UK 

SUBJ :SA PRESS GIVES PROMINENT COVERAGE TO REPORT THAT 
UK WILL ABROGATE SIMONSTOWN PACT 

1. MONDAY MORNING NEWSPAPERS IN SOUTH AFRICA ARE FEATURING 
REPORTS FROM LONDON THAT LABOR GOVERNMENT HAS DECIDED TO END 
SIMONSTOWN AGREEMENT. RAND DAILY MAIL SAID DECISION WAS TAKEN 
IN CABINET MEETING THURSDAY AND WAS LEAKED TO PRESS TO MOLLIFY 
GROWING ANGER IN LEFT WING OF LABOR PARTY. MAIL ARTICLE SAID 
U.S.DEFENSE DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS 'ADMITTED'THAT U.S. WOULD 
VERY MUCH LIKE TO USE SIMONSTOWN. 

2. IN CAPE TOWN, AFRIKAANS NEWSPAPER DIE BURGER SPECULATED 
THAT BRITISH CABINET WOULD WANT TO DISCUSS ENDING SIMONSTOWN 
AGREEMENT WITH WESTERN AT .LIES, DIE BURGER SAID.’IT IS WELL- 
KNOWN THAT THERE IS STRONG FEELING IN NATO THAT THE DEFENSE 
OF THE CAPE SEA ROUTE IS HIGH PRIORITY.’ IT ADDED THAT 
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U.S. AND FRENCH WOULD CRITIZE BRITISH FOR DECISION ON SIMONSTOWN. 
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3. CAPE TIMES CARRIED SPECULATION ON U.S.AND FRENCH REACTION 
ANOTHER STEP FURTHER, SAYING THAT THE TWO COUNTRIES'ARE 
REPORTED TO BE ONLY TOO HAPPY TO TAKE THE PLACE OF THE ROYAL 
NAVY AT SIMONSTOWN.' TIMES REPORTED SOUTH AFRICAN MIN DEFENSE 
P.W. BOTHA SAID LAST NIGHT THAT HE HAD BEEN INFOMRED OF REPORTS 
FROM LONDON ON ABROGATION OF SIMONSTOWN AGREEMENT BUT THAT HE 
HAD NO COMMENT TO MAKE AT THIS TIME. 

EDMONDSONUNQTE INGERSOLL 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CABINET, POLICIES, MEETINGS, POLITICAL SITUATION, SIMONSTOWN AGREEMENT 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 06 NOV 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974STATE244550 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: RJDOLS 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D74031 9-0942 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19741 1 65/aaaacdfw.tel 

Line Count: 70 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN AF 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: golinofr 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 12 NOV 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <12 NOV 2002 by boyleja>; APPROVED <02 DEC 2002 by golinofr> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: :SA PRESS GIVES PROMINENT COVERAGE TO REPORT THAT UK WILL ABROGATE SIMONSTOWN PACT 
TAGS: PFOR, MARR, SF, UK 
To: GABORONE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



